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RESEARCH THAT INFORMS 
THE UNITS OF STUDY

Scaffolding & Independence 
Pearson & Gallagher – Gradual  
Release of Responsibility (students 
move from modeling —> guided  
practice —> independence)

Phonics & Word Recognition  
National Reading Panel – Explicit,  
systematic phonics builds decoding 
and fluency Ehri – Orthographic  
Mapping explains how words are 
stored for automatic recognition

Spelling & Morphology  
Moats – Decoding and spelling 
strengthen each other when taught 
explicitly

Vocabulary & Comprehension  
Duke & Cartwright – High-frequency 
word instruction in meaningful contexts 
supports fluency & comprehension

Inferential Thinking  
Beers & Probst – Notice and Note  
signposts help students track themes, 
characters, and deeper meaning

Social-Emotional Learning  
Responsive Classroom® & CASEL –  
Evidence-based practices build  
empathy, collaboration, and strong 
classroom communities

Content-Area Integration  
Next Generation Science Standards® 
(NGSS®) – Provides the foundation  
for nonfiction research units in science 
and beyond

Knowledge Building  
Oakhill, Cain, & Elbro –  
Background knowledge is critical for 
comprehension and inferential thinking

I am most excited to have curriculum that integrates 
all of the essential blocks of literacy. I feel like I 
have a one place with so much depth to support and 
guide my instruction and help me be responsive to 
student needs.

5TH GRADE PILOT TEACHER
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Welcome to  
Units of Study in Reading
The new Units of Study in Reading for Grades 3–5 invite you and your students into a world of joyful, 

purposeful reading. Every unit is grounded in the latest research on how children learn to read, weaving 

the science of reading, as well as key research around comprehension and knowledge building, into 

lessons that feel authentic, engaging, and emphasize critical thinking. You’ll find structured whole-class 

instruction that lifts every reader—explicit phonics lessons for Grade 3, rich opportunities to grow 

fluency and oral language, and abundant chances to build knowledge, grapple with text-dependent 

questions, and read closely. These units nurture not just comprehension, but also curiosity, agency,  

and a lifelong love of reading.

Research-Based
The Units of Study in Reading are grounded in decades of classroom 
practice and academic research, designed and re-designed in 
collaboration with thousands of teachers, researchers, and literacy 
leaders across the world. Built on key principles of the science of 
reading and best practices in literacy instruction, the curriculum 
integrates research-backed principles such as:

• �Explicit, systematic instruction in foundational skills,  
comprehension, and higher-level thinking, with daily opportunities  
for guided and independent practice. This design reflects research  
showing that explicit, systematic phonics, vocabulary, and  
comprehension instruction strengthens reading achievement.

• �Gradual release of responsibility, giving students scaffolding 
through model texts, sentence stems, and visual supports while  
steadily fostering independence.

• �Assessment-driven small groups, allowing teachers to meet 
students where they are and move them forward with targeted  
instruction. This approach aligns with research emphasizing differentiated, 
responsive instruction.

• �Repeated structures and routines that free teachers to  
observe, confer, and provide feedback while ensuring students  
develop confidence as independent readers.

• �Integration of social-emotional learning, drawing from  
Responsive Classroom® and CASEL competencies to strengthen  
collaboration, empathy, and classroom community.
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STANDARD ALIGNMENT 
CHARTS

GRADE 3

GRADE 4

GRADE 5

+GRADE 3 WORD STUDY

Student Outcomes with Units of Study
Stronger Fluency & Accuracy  
Students grow into fluent, confident readers through systematic phonics, 
repeated practice, and engaging texts.

Deeper Comprehension  
Readers learn to ask questions, infer meaning, and synthesize across texts, 
supporting long-term comprehension and critical thinking.

Expanded Vocabulary  
Daily vocabulary extensions and content-rich units build robust academic 
vocabulary that transfers across subjects.

Critical & Interpretive Thinking  
Students analyze themes, arguments, and perspectives, preparing them  
for success on state assessments and real-world problem-solving.

Engagement & Independence  
Research-based workshop structures foster independence and choice,  
helping students see themselves as lifelong readers.

Collaboration & Empathy  
Book clubs, partner reading, and discussion protocols strengthen  
students’ ability to listen, debate respectfully, and build community.
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I’m so excited about clear and cohesive alignment across each workshop—from the 
teaching point and mid-workshop teaching to the share and extensive read-aloud 
guide—all working together to create such a rich and engaging reading and learning 
experience. Every component is thoughtfully designed and builds beautifully over time.

4TH GRADE PILOT TEACHER

The Workshop Model Framework
The Units of Study curriculum is based on a workshop model 
framework that provides predictable structures across days 
and grade levels, allowing teachers and students to focus 
fully on rich, meaningful content. This framework balances 
structure with flexibility, giving teachers the autonomy to 
adapt lessons to meet their classroom needs or integrate 
instruction throughout the day.

SHARE MINI-
LESSON

WORKTIME
Small Groups
Conferences

Mid-workshopTeaching
PartnerWork

K

MINILESSLON:  
Begin each day in reading   

workshop with whole-group,  
teacher led explicit instruction. 

WORK TIME:  
Differentiated instruction for  

students through small-group work,  
1:1 conferences, and partner work.

SHARE:  
Wrap-up the day’s learning with 

students reflecting on what they’ve 
learned to crystalize their learning. 

ADDITIONAL INCLUDED 
LITERACY COMPONENTS
Read-Aloud: Daily 15-20-minute 
read-alouds perfectly aligned to unit 
goals—rich with drama, discussion,  
vocabulary, and close reading.

Vocabulary: Daily 5-minute,  
research-based lessons emphasizing 
active use of words and morphemes. 

Word Study: A complete year-long 
word study sequence for Grade 3, with 
15-minute lessons focused on syllable 
types, multisyllabic words, and a study 
of key morphemes. 

1 2 3

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lvcDW5owppnt1cVh2oeH0Mwdya_0dIQ9/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ghing33XrguCdF2zG_NAwgfXGsX1f3TG/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XFZKe9npn2RvPJgx52kVAc-RrFVBdBIg/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IBHjSTjXoua-s7IWvI14nV5hLlHy-Yp8/view
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A Guide to the Reading Workshop (3–5) 
This guide provides a comprehensive introduction to the essentials of reading instruction and  
development. It explains how reading workshop fits into the school day, outlines the architecture and 
principles of effective minilesslons, and offers strategies for leading powerful work-time instruction. 

Supporting All Readers: High-Leverage Small Groups and Conferences (3–5) 
This book supplements the units, providing teachers with ready-to-use small group lessons, conferences, 
charts, and tools. Whether the goal is to increase reading volume, improve multisyllabic word  
reading, build vocabulary, or deepen character analysis, teachers will find progressions of small 
groups at varying levels of support, ensuring accessible and challenging options for every reader.

Digital Resources
Each Unit of Study comes with a rich collection of digital resources  
to support teaching—such as anchor charts, assessment tools,  
demonstration texts, and materials for small groups and conferring—
along with additional supports. 

Anchor Chart Sticky Notes
The Anchor Chart Sticky Notes feature each day’s teaching point and  
help teachers create and evolve anchor charts across the units.

Trade Book Packs
Each Unit of Study Trade Book Pack includes grade-level appropriate 
books that teachers use as demonstration texts to model the skills and 
strategies they want students to try. These books are used in both the 
Units of Study themselves, and in the “Let’s Gather” lessons.

UNITS OF STUDY IN READING, GRADES 3–5

A Guide to the 
Reading Workshop

UNITS OF STUDY IN READING, GRADES 3–5

Supporting All Readers: 
High-Leverage Small 
Groups and Conferences

THE 

Reading & Writ ng Project
AT MOSSFLOWER

Units of Study in Reading Grade3
Unit 1 Reading Series Fiction
Bend I Third-grade fiction readers...
Bend II Curious readers...

Unit 2 Reading Nonfiction Text Sets: Plants 
and Their Adaptations

Bend I Nonfiction Readers Research New Topics
Bend II Strategies for Determining the Main Idea of a 

Text
Bend III Nonfiction Readers Learn Topic Words

Unit 3 The Elements of Story
Bend I Be Guided by a Sense of How Stories Go
Bend II When thinking about fiction...
Bend III For a book club to go well, it’s important you...

Unit 4 Animal Research Groups
Bend II Text Structure Matters!
Bend III To Grow Questions and Big Ideas

Unit 5 Mystery Reading
Bend I and II  Reading Like a Detective
Bend III Reading Like an Actor
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UNITS OF STUDY IN READINGGRADE 

4
Unit 1 Close Reading of Fiction: 

Character and Theme
UNITS OF STUDY IN READINGGRADE 

4
Unit 2 Digging into Nonfiction: 

Rocks and Volcanoes
UNITS OF STUDY IN READINGGRADE 

4
Unit 3 Drama-Ready Reading: 

Bringing Characters to LifeUNITS OF STUDY IN READINGGRADE 

4
Unit 4 Life Stories:  

Reading Biographies to 
Inspire and Instruct

UNITS OF STUDY IN READINGGRADE 

4
Unit 5

Historical Fiction

UNITS OF STUDY IN READINGGRADE  

5
Unit 1 Reading Interpretively 

with Partners and Clubs
UNITS OF STUDY IN READINGGRADE 

5
Unit 2

Researching the Universe
UNITS OF STUDY IN READINGGRADE 

5
Unit 3 Reading About 

Debatable TopicsUNITS OF STUDY IN READINGGRADE 

5
Unit 4

Fantasy Book ClubsUNITS OF STUDY IN READINGGRADE 

5
Unit 5

Media Literacy Skills
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Units of Study in Reading,  
3–5 Series Components
Units of Study in Reading (3, 4, 5) 
The Units of Study provide daily, explicit instruction aligned to the Common Core State Standards and organized around 
essential questions, knowledge-building, vocabulary, writing about reading, and assessment. Each session features a  
focused minilesslon connected to priority standards, strategies for supporting all learners, and a structured work time with 
if/then charts, conferring, small groups, as well as mid-workshop teaching and a share. Each grade level has 5 Units. Each 
Unit has 21 sessions and is divided into three “bends”: the first introduces key skills and concepts, the second extends and 
deepens learning, and the third offers new ways to apply it—ensuring that skills are revisited and strengthened across the 
year and grade levels.

Read Aloud Plans 
Within each session, you’ll find read-aloud plans aligned to the minilessons that build high-level comprehension skills.  
Each plan highlights essential vocabulary to deepen understanding and enrich academic conversations, while structured 
opportunities for partner talk and whole-class discussion promote collaborative, text-based thinking. Close reading  
support is included, featuring text-dependent questions. There are also knowledge-building activities and culminating  
tasks to extend and solidify learning.

Vocabulary Extensions 
Within each session, you’ll also find daily instruction for vocabulary is provided through brief five-minute lessons. Across 
each unit, students learn new words and engage in a variety of vocabulary games. Students also learn a collection of  
morphemes, including prefixes, suffixes, and root words. Instruction emphasizes active use, giving students frequent  
opportunities to apply new words in speaking and writing, helping them master vocabulary and expand their oral  
language skills.

UNITS OF STUDY IN READINGGRADE  

3
Word Study

Word Study (3) 
The Grade 3 word study curriculum includes five units that strengthen foundational word knowledge 
by explicitly teaching the six syllable types, introducing common prefixes and suffixes, and providing 
high-frequency word instruction. Students also learn consistent strategies for decoding multisyllabic 
words, all within playful, engaging themes that connect to their reading work. Phonics instruction is  
not provided for Grades 4–5, as most students have mastered these skills by that point; however,  
additional phonics support is recommended for students who still need it.

UNITS OF STUDY IN READINGGRADE 

3
Unit 1

Reading Series FictionUNITS OF STUDY IN READINGGRADE  

3
Unit 2 Reading Nonfiction 

Text Sets: Plants and 
Their Adaptations

UNITS OF STUDY IN READINGGRADE  

3
Unit 3

The Elements of StoryUNITS OF STUDY IN READINGGRADE  

3
Unit 4

Animal Research GroupsUNITS OF STUDY IN READINGGRADE  

3
Unit 5

Mystery Reading
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What’s New
We’ve reimagined every detail to make these units more 
powerful, more practical, and more joyful than ever.

Supports for Multilingual Language Learners – 
Built-in scaffolds help MLLs thrive, with predictable  
workshop structures and collaborative routines. Spanish 
translations of key resources are included.

Minilesslons Made Simple – Every session is a  
two-page spread with quick-glance charts for materials,  
vocabulary, and read-alouds. Less prep, more teaching.

Skills That Stick – Each bend zeroes in on one  
essential skill, with small groups designed to build mastery 
and confidence.

Vocabulary in Just Minutes a Day – 5–7 minute, 
research-based routines tied to unit topics to supercharge 
students’ word knowledge and build morphological  
awareness.

Read-Alouds That Do It All – Daily 15-20-minute Let’s 
Gather read-alouds perfectly aligned to unit goals—rich 
with drama, discussion, and test-ready close reading days.

Phonics Where You Need It – Grade 3 now includes 
a complete year-long word study sequence for rock-solid 
foundational skills.

Knowledge-Building with Text Sets – A balanced 
mix of fiction and nonfiction grows vocabulary and deepens  
understanding. Science-aligned nonfiction topics—like 
plant adaptations, earth processes, and space—spark  
curiosity and meet Next Generation Science Standards.

Ensuring Access – Practical strategies for adapting 
instruction and expectations so all students engage  
with essential content, plus if/then charts for addressing 
real-world challenges.

Aligned with Writing – Designed to work seamlessly 
with the newly revised Units of Study in Writing, Grades 
3–5.

I am thrilled to see that 
there is now an even  
deeper cohesion between 
read-aloud, the sequence 
of minilesslons that  
follows and students’  
independent practice.  
The new read-aloud and 
vocabulary teacher’s guide 
is a phenomenal tool!

5TH GRADE  
PILOT TEACHER
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A Look Inside One Day of  
Reading Workshop

“Reading Workshop at a Glance” outlines the focus 
of the day’s teaching and learning, so you understand 
the key objectives before digging into the details of 
the session.

“Ensuring Access” sections define the main priorities of 
the session and give teachers tips and guidance to help 
all students reach the day’s learning goals with the right 

level of support.

Each session is centered around 2-3 Focus Standards.

“Day at a Glance” outlines the work you will do outside  
of the Reading Workshop, including Read-Aloud,  

Vocabulary, and Word Study for Grade 3.

You can easily see how to prepare for each session 
with “Getting Ready” sections that are organized into 
both teacher and student needs.



10 11UNITS OF STUDY  I  GRADES 3–5 OVERVIEW

Mid-Workshop Teaching is an opportunity to  
remind students of the day’s goals, offer additional 

tips, or provide instruction for the remainder of their 
independent work time.

The Share is framed by a small amount of teacher 
talk, before offering students more practice with a 

given skill or repertoire of strategies or celebrating 
student work.

Each day’s Reading Workshop starts with a streamlined, 
explicit minilesslon tied to a focus standard, so that  
you have plenty of time left for responsive teaching  
and targeted next steps inside of small groups and 
conferences.

Anchor charts build across sessions and help students 
hold onto the most important parts of each day’s  
teaching.

Embedded professional learning appears in the 
margins at point of use, and is designed to be your 

personal coach, providing bits of wisdom, research, 
and guidance when leading the lesson.

Every session includes grab-and-go Work Time supports 
for powerful, responsive instruction that requires little  
or no advance preparation for the teacher.

Additional Work Time supports be found in  
Supporting All Readers: High-Leverage Small Groups 
and Conferences, a resource included in each grade 
level kit, and Skill Progressions at the end of each Bend.

A Look Inside One Day of  
Reading Workshop
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At the end of each Bend, you’ll find a sequence of small groups, arranged 
from most supportive to more advanced, designed to target specific skills 
such as inferring about characters or decoding multisyllabic words.

Small Groups use the Rally, Try #1, Try #2 structure, a consistent routine 
that quickly engages students in active work while helping teachers and 
students become comfortable with the process.

Each Bend features Gold Pages—powerful, easy-to-use coaching prompts 
that teachers can rely on again and again to boost student learning and 
strengthen key skills.

A Look Inside One Day of  
Reading Workshop



The read-aloud plans for each unit make it easy for teachers to weave high-level  
comprehension into daily lessons while keeping students engaged with rich,  
purposeful conversations. The careful alignment between the mini lessons and  
the read-alouds [will] allow teachers to focus less time on planning from scratch  
and more on the joy of reading and discussing great books!

PK–5 PILOT INSTRUCTIONAL COACH

I’m excited to have more formative assessment opportunities built into the Units so 
that I can be more responsive to students’ needs.

5TH GRADE PILOT TEACHER
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Read-aloud sessions are written to fit tongue-in-groove 
into the unit, so that each day’s teaching builds off of 
work in the read-aloud, and so that the read-alouds  
provide additional practice around key skills.

Each session highlights 2–3 essential Focus Standards 
and guides teachers through before-, during-, and 
after-reading moves, making it easy to bring powerful, 
standards-based instruction to life.

Each unit highlights optional opportunities for  
formative assessment. These checkpoints help you 
monitor students’ progress and include suggested 

next steps to guide and  strengthen future instruction.

Daily Vocabulary Extensions give students a quick, 
engaging way to grow their word knowledge through 
explicit instruction, playful practice, and meaningful 
use in reading, writing, and conversation—all in just five 
minutes a day.

A Look Inside One Day of  
Reading Workshop
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Daily Word Study sessions follow a three-day replicable structure. During Day 
1, students learn a new concept and read words with that concept in isolation. 
During Day 2, students review the concept, learning related tips, and read 
words with that concept in context. During Day 3, the focus shifts to spelling, 
and students learn how to spell words that include that context.

Word Study sessions are brief, just 15-20 minutes in length, and provide multiple 
opportunities for explicit instruction and for student practice. Sessions build in 
complexity across the year and also include cumulative review.

The read-aloud plans for each unit make it easy for teachers to weave high-level  
comprehension into daily lessons while keeping students engaged with rich,  
purposeful conversations. The careful alignment between the mini lessons and the 
read-alouds [will] allow teachers to focus less time on planning from scratch and  
more on the joy of reading and discussing great books!

PK–5 INSTRUCTIONAL COACH

A Fully Coordinated K–5  
Reading Curriculum
The Units of Study in Reading offer a carefully designed, fully coordinated progression of 
instruction from kindergarten through grade 5. Each year’s curriculum builds deliberately on 
the foundations of the previous grade, ensuring that students’ reading skills, strategies, and 
habits develop in a powerful, connected way. This continuity gives students the confidence 
and competence they need to thrive as readers today—and for years to come.

Across the elementary grades, students:

• �Develop Strong Foundations  
Children establish the building blocks of reading—phonics, phonological awareness, and 
early decoding—while also cultivating comprehension and fluency.

• �Strengthen Core Skills Year by Year  
Students grow their capacity in comprehension, vocabulary, accuracy, fluency, and  
stamina. Each grade level raises expectations in ways that are challenging yet achievable.

• �Engage with High-Quality Texts  
From beloved picture books to rich chapter books, students read a wide variety of  
diverse, high-quality texts that expand their perspectives and deepen their love  
of reading.

• �Talk and Write About Reading  
Discussion and writing are woven throughout the curriculum, helping students make  
meaning, build arguments, and articulate insights about what they read.

• �Become Independent, Joyful Readers  
Above all, students learn to see themselves as readers—choosing books that matter to 
them, setting goals, and reading with confidence, curiosity, and joy.

With Units of Study in Reading, schools can be assured that every child, every year, is  
supported with a curriculum that is intentional, seamless, and deeply aligned with the  
developmental journey of young readers.

LEARN MORE 
ABOUT THE  

UNITS OF STUDY 
IN READING, 

GRADE K–2 HERE:

A Look Inside One Day of  
Reading Workshop



Getting Started
The Units of Study in Reading are authored by The Reading & Writing Project at 
Mossflower and published by Heinemann. Together, we are committed to helping 
teachers bring this powerful K–5 reading curriculum to life.

When you choose Units of Study, you don’t just receive materials—you gain access 
to the authors themselves. The Reading & Writing Project offers professional  
development and implementation support designed to ensure your teachers have the  
tools, knowledge, and confidence to make the curriculum thrive in every classroom.

1 2

JOIN THE LIST TO BE  
THE FIRST TO ORDER  
to bring the Units of Study in  
Reading to your classrooms.

Scan the QR code or  
click here to join the list.

© 2025, by The Reading and Writing Project at Mossflower, LLC

NEXT STEPS

COORDINATE  
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

WITH THE READING &  
WRITING PROJECT  

to design an implementation plan  
tailored to your school or district. 

Scan the QR code or click here  
to explore our professional  

development offerings

Scan the QR code or click here  
to schedule a meeting directly.

THE 

Reading & Writ ng Project
AT MOSSFLOWER

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZ4oVSjQF3jLm3Q3diKgt1SODn3_Pg7bVYn78Pu9eRLPeJ6w/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wvynHoV7BKeSysgEQogO0wFco8IUfJ_v/view
https://scheduler.zoom.us/d/iyusiwm4/the-reading-writing-project-at-mossflower-professional-development-services

