
Moonlit Mountain Readers 
fantasy and science fiction-themed decodables
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Phonics Meets Fantasy— 
Let the Adventure Begin!
Take your beginning readers on a new kind  
of reading adventure. 
Fantasy stories open the door to imagination, and for beginning readers, they can also 
open the door to literacy. Imagined lands, mythical creatures, and epic adventures give 
children a reason to turn the page, making reading exciting instead of intimidating. 
When the world of reading is filled with unicorns, dragons, robots, and treasure hunters, 
kids don’t just learn to read, they want to learn.

The Moonlit Mountain Readers are a collection of fantasy and science fiction-themed 
decodable books that blend captivating storytelling with structured phonics practice. 

Each of the 13 character-driven series follow fun, lovable characters as they explore the 
world, the meaning of friendship, and who they are. 

From the Scottish Highlands of the past with Finn and his friend Nox, a lovable Loch 
Ness Monster, to a futuristic city with Ro-Bo 7 and her robot family, each story is 
carefully crafted to align with research-based phonics progressions, ensuring that while 
students explore magical worlds, they’re also building real-world foundational skills.
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Built on a research-based phonics progression, the Moonlit Mountain Readers support 
students from the earliest stages of decoding development to advanced. The systematic 
phonics sequence ensures a structured and cumulative approach, including plenty of 
review opportunities to help reinforce previously learned skills without introducing new ones.

Looking for decodables that align with your phonics instruction and offer a refreshing 
break from the ordinary? The Moonlit Mountain Readers blend research-backed practice 
with captivating stories—making reading both effective and irresistible.
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What makes Moonlit Mountain Readers different?    

•	 Whimsical characters and magical worlds that make phonics feel like an adventure.    

•	 Series-based storytelling that keeps kids asking, “Can we read the next one?” 

•	 Structured for success, with a phonics sequence grounded in the Science of Reading.
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The Moonlit Mountain Readers are more than just decodable texts—they’re a gateway to 
adventure and literacy. Thoughtfully designed to offer guidance to both beginning readers 
and their teachers, each book is packed with features that support both the upper and lower 
strands of the Reading Rope.

Features That Support 
Teachers and Students

See how these features support your instruction on the Heinemann Blog

Features at a Glance

•	 Phonics “Warm-Up” Activities: Opportunities for decoding practice  
in isolation

•	 Comprehensive Book Introduction: Provides a preview of the story and any non-decodable 
or story words

•	 Talk About the Book: Offers text-based comprehension questions to support 
understanding

•	 Sound Effects and Storytelling Language: Engages readers and offers additional 
opportunities for decoding

•	 Phonics Boxes: Highlights the letter-sound correspondences and high-frequency words

https://blog.heinemann.com/when-phonics-meets-fantasy-a-joyful-path-to-reading 

https://blog.heinemann.com/when-phonics-meets-fantasy-a-joyful-path-to-reading
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Using Moonlit Mountain Readers 
in Your Classroom
Decodable books are a versatile tool for every part  
of your literacy block.
The Moonlit Mountain Readers are designed to support a variety of instructional 
settings—from whole-class instruction to small-group work, partner reading, 
conferring, and independent reading. This collection offers meaningful opportunities for 
students to apply phonics skills in connected texts, making them a flexible tool for daily 
literacy instruction.

Whole-Class Instruction

•	 Launch lessons with engaging warm-ups that spotlight target phonics skills

•	 Model fluent, expressive reading through storytelling techniques and sound effects

Small-Group Work

•	 Deliver explicit, focused instruction to strengthen decoding strategies

•	 Guide rich conversations that deepen comprehension and text understanding

Partner Reading

•	 Build fluency as students alternate reading aloud and coaching one another

•	 Encourage collaboration through peer feedback and shared practice

Conferring

•	 Offer personalized, just-in-time support with targeted prompts

•	 Spark reflection on story details and character emotions to grow comprehension

Independent Reading

•	 Empower students with decodable texts that include supportive scaffolds

•	 Foster confidence and fluency through repeated practice and self-monitoring
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Scope & Sequence
The Moonlit Mountain Readers follow a systematic research-based phonics progression. 
Each book provides concentrated decoding practice with essential phonics concepts, 
building skills step by step.

This scope and sequence complements the progression of most state standards and is 
aligned to a phonics progression that informs most phonics curricula.

• Set A introduces foundational skills.

• Set B expands into advanced phonics and multisyllabic words.

• Each series also adds a new batch of high-frequency words for readers to practice.

• Cumulative review books within each series provide landing points to consolidate learning,
reinforcing earlier concepts without adding new ones.

This design supports a steady, staircase-like progression through phonics and 
decoding challenges.

Aligned to Core Reading Programs
The Moonlit Mountain Readers are designed to reinforce explicit phonics instruction 
and provide structured practice that aligns with core ELA programs like Amplify, Into 
Reading, Saxon Reading Foundations, and Wonders.

View instructional alignments to core reading programs at 
hein.pub/MoonlitMountainReaders

https://d17j94wz7065tl.cloudfront.net/MMR/Moonlit-Mountain-Readers-Research-Brief-2025-0618.pdf 

http://hein.pub/MoonlitMountainReaders
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Research
Learning to read is one of the most significant milestones in a child’s education, and decodable 
texts play a crucial role in this journey. These specially designed books align with sequenced 
phonics instruction, allowing children to apply what they’ve learned about letters and sounds 
to real words and stories. This connection builds confidence, fluency, and comprehension skills 
that form the foundation for literacy success.

Decodable texts are supported by decades of research. Studies show that systematic, explicit 
phonics instruction—paired with practice in decodable texts—is the most effective way to teach 
early reading skills. By giving children texts that match their phonics knowledge, we set them 
up for success and prevent the frustration that can come from encountering words beyond their 
skill level.

Read the 
Research Brief

https://d17j94wz7065tl.cloudfront.net/MMR/Moonlit-Mountain-Readers-Research-Brief-2025-0618.pdf 

https://d17j94wz7065tl.cloudfront.net/MMR/Moonlit-Mountain-Readers-Research-Brief-2025-0618.pdf 

https://d17j94wz7065tl.cloudfront.net/MMR/Moonlit-Mountain-Readers-Research-Brief-2025-0618.pdf
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Set A: Early Phonics Concepts

Available in 
Classroom and 
Single-Copy 
Sets

• 48 titles across 6 unique series

• Gradual progression in text complexity and length, from 8-page books to 16-page books

• Expanding collection of high-frequency words

• Gradual progression of phonics concepts in single-syllable words:

°	  Alphabet Knowledge

°	  Short Vowels

°	  Blends

°	 Digraphs

°	 Open Syllable

°	 Cumulative Review

MOONLIT MOUNTAIN
READERS

DakDak

by Elizabeth Franco • illustrated by Rea Zhai

Katie Clements and Angela Báez, Series Editors

CVC Words, Series 1

1 Dak
2 The Cave

3 Hungry

4 Follow Me!

5 A Big Sled

6 Dak Sips

7 Can Dak Skate?

8 Pam? short A

Dak is a yeti. 
Look! A dam! 
Can Dak pass?

Book

1

1906126

A_1_1_Dak_pb.indd   2-3A_1_1_Dak_pb.indd   2-3 8/14/25   3:47 PM8/14/25   3:47 PM

MOONLIT MOUNTAIN
READERS

The LakeThe Lake

by Elizabeth Franco • illustrated by Maurie Manning

Katie Clements and Angela Báez, Series Editors

CVC Words, Series 2

1 The Lake
2 Not a Cod!

3 A Swim

4 Finn and Nox

5 It’s a Trap!

6 To the Tip-Top

7 Bad Luck

8 Pals
short O

Finn dips the rod.
Pop, pop, pop!
Is it a cod?

Book

1

1906142

A_2_1_Lake_pb.indd   2-3A_2_1_Lake_pb.indd   2-3 7/2/25   8:58 AM7/2/25   8:58 AM

by Angela Báez • illustrated by Josh Floyd
Katie Clements and Elizabeth Franco, Series Editors

Book

1

PaxPax
andand Zen Zen

A_3_1_PaxZen_pb.indd   3A_3_1_PaxZen_pb.indd   3 7/21/25   2:21 PM7/21/25   2:21 PM

MOONLIT MOUNTAIN
READERS Puck’s PalPuck’s Pal

by Casey Maxwell • illustrated by Kuromo San

Blends

1 Puck’s Pal
2 Gum Drop Cliff

3 Razz Swims

4 The Dress-Up Box

5 Picnic Pests

6 The Best Fort

7 Britt

8 The Valley initial blends

Puck is a lonely unicorn.
Will he get a pal?

Book

1

Elizabeth Franco and Angela Báez, Series Editors1906174

A_4_1_PucksPal_pb.indd   2-3A_4_1_PucksPal_pb.indd   2-3 8/19/25   9:48 AM8/19/25   9:48 AM

MOONLIT MOUNTAIN
READERS

by Rebecca Cronin • illustrated by Zoe Bysal

Elizabeth Franco and Angela Báez, Series Editors

Digraphs

1 Bess and Chet
2 The Sad Bat

3 Is That a Fox?!

4 The Fish Pond

5 Chet’s Wish

6 A Song for Chet

7 My Chick Is Lost!

8 Stell and Ted
ch

Miss Beck’s garden 
is such a mess!
Can Chet and Bess fix it?

Book

1

BessBess andand
ChetChet

1906190

A_5_1_BessChet_pb.indd   2-3A_5_1_BessChet_pb.indd   2-3 8/19/25   9:48 AM8/19/25   9:48 AM

MOONLIT MOUNTAIN
READERS Ro-Bo 7Ro-Bo 7

by Sarah Mann • illustrated by Joziah Pollard

Elizabeth Franco and Angela Báez, Series Editors

CV Words

1 Ro-Bo 7
2 Let’s Fly a Kite!

3 Let’s Play

4 A Noise in the Dark

5 The Lost Bot

6 Go Fetch, Sly!

7 The Talent Show

8 A Big Job

CV words
(–e, –i, –o)

Ro-Bo 7 is a bot.
She can zip, whiz, and fly.
But that’s not all. . . 

Book

1

1906206

A_6_1_RoBo7_pb.indd   2-3A_6_1_RoBo7_pb.indd   2-3 8/19/25   9:48 AM8/19/25   9:48 AM
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Set B: Advanced Phonics Concepts

MOONLIT MOUNTAIN
READERS

Too FastToo Fast

by Elizabeth Franco and Angela Báez • illustrated by Amber Gayle

Katie Clements, Series Editor

Set A Review

1 Too Fast
2 Can We Get Back?

3 The Note

4 The Next Mission

5 In a Rush

6 In No Rush Set A review

Book

1

Look! A motorcycle!
Lin hops on. 
Will Fennec?

1906222

B_1_1_TooFast_pb.indd   2-3B_1_1_TooFast_pb.indd   2-3 7/11/25   11:23 AM7/11/25   11:23 AM

Available in 
Classroom and 
Single-Copy 
Sets

• 42 titles across 7 unique series

• Gradual progression in text complexity and length, from 16-page narratives to 32-page
chapter books

• Expanding collection of high-frequency words

• Gradual progression of phonics concepts in single-syllable and multisyllabic words:

°	  Review of Set A Concepts

°	  Silent E

°	  Inflectional Endings

°	  Cumulative Review

°	  Vowel Teams

°	  Consonant -LE

°	 R-Controlled Vowels

°	 Special Vowels

MOONLIT MOUNTAIN
READERS Chip Blasts Off!

Chip Blasts Off!

by Jepilyn Matthis and Kyle Matthis • illustrated by Linda Thai

Elizabeth Franco and Angela Báez, Series Editors

Silent E

1 Chip Blasts Off!
2 The Ice Rings

3 The Moon Stone Hunt

4 The Lava Tubes

5 The Rock Games

6 Chip Saves the Day! a_e

Book

1

Chip likes to fly 
with his family.
But will he fly 
all by himself?

1906234

B_2_1_ChipBlastsOff_pb.indd   2-3B_2_1_ChipBlastsOff_pb.indd   2-3 7/11/25   11:23 AM7/11/25   11:23 AM

MOONLIT MOUNTAIN
READERS

by Logan Beth Fisher • illustrated by Ivona Mitankina

Elizabeth Franco and Angela Báez, Series Editors

Inflectional Endings

1 Gris Has Rain Magic
2 Nip and the What-Ifs

3 A Sad Time for Blaze

4 Gale Hates to Wait

5 Nip Helps Herself

6 Chums for Life –es, –ing

Book

1

Gris is the Rain Sprite.
But Gris thinks rain 
is not that fun. 
Is this envy?

Gris 
Has Rain Magic

Gris 
Has Rain Magic

1906246

B_3_1_GrisRainMagic_pb.indd   2-3B_3_1_GrisRainMagic_pb.indd   2-3 7/11/25   11:23 AM7/11/25   11:23 AM

MOONLIT MOUNTAIN
READERS

Little Jo Little Jo and theand the  
Magic SpringMagic Spring

by Katie Even • illustrated by Julio F. Garza

Elizabeth Franco and Angela Báez, Series Editors

Cumulative Review

1 Little Jo and the 
Magic Spring

2 The Rat That Can Fly

3 A Home in the Sky

4 Safe for Now

5 The Wind Chimes

6 Little Jo Risks It All
cumulative review

Book

1

All the rats say 
Little Jo is too little.
But when she finds a magic spring,
something big happens… 

1906258

B_4_1_LittleJoMagicSpring_pb.indd   2-3B_4_1_LittleJoMagicSpring_pb.indd   2-3 7/15/25   10:14 AM7/15/25   10:14 AM

MOONLIT MOUNTAIN
READERS Trix Trix andand Ping Ping

by Natalie Friday • illustrated by Christeina Wade

Elizabeth Franco and Angela Báez, Series Editors
eeea

Book

1

Trix finds a map that leads
to the Deep Sea Caves.
Will Trix and Ping 
make it there?

Vowel Teams

1 Trix and Ping
2 The Sunken Boat

3 All Fins on Deck!

4 The Glow in the Deep 

5 The Case of the 
Seahorse Shuffle

6 Happy Birthday, 
Trix and Ping!

1906270

B_5_1_TrixPing_pb.indd   2-3B_5_1_TrixPing_pb.indd   2-3 7/11/25   11:23 AM7/11/25   11:23 AM

MOONLIT MOUNTAIN
READERS

Marsh PowerMarsh Power

by Katy Wischow • illustrated by Gayoung Hong

Elizabeth Franco and Angela Báez, Series Editors

R-Controlled Vowels

1 Marsh Power
2 Storm School

3 Stronger as a Team

4 Going Fishing

5 Save the Marsh!

6 New Powers ar

Book

1

Dragons have the power to fly,
spark fire, and bring rain.
But not today.
Can Garth figure out why?

1906282

B_6_1_MarshPower_pb.indd   2-3B_6_1_MarshPower_pb.indd   2-3 7/15/25   10:14 AM7/15/25   10:14 AM

MOONLIT MOUNTAIN
READERS The The 

Late-Night Late-Night 
GrowlGrowl

by Katie Clements • illustrated by Allie Myers

Elizabeth Franco and Angela Báez, Series Editors

Special Vowels

1 The Late-Night Growl
2 The Grand Tour

3 Flight Class

4 A Fluffing Potion

5 A Class Trip

6 The Starflight 
Ceremony

ou ow

Book

1

Growl! Growl!
What’s that sound?
Stormbeak and Mistflame
are on the trail!

1906294

B_7_1_LateNightGrowl_pb.indd   2-3B_7_1_LateNightGrowl_pb.indd   2-3 7/15/25   10:14 AM7/15/25   10:14 AM



Click here to learn more about the 
Moonlit Mountain Readers, and:

• Get a sample
• View the Scope and Sequence
• Read the Research Brief
• Access alignments to core reading programs
• Download a free Phonic Decoding Assessment
• View the book trailer video
• Explore purchasing options
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