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“Interviewing students—asking them to do math
without paper and pencil—has pushed me to learn
more about how they reason numerically than I ever
did before in my years of teaching.”
MARILYN BURNS

LISTENINGTOLEARN.COM

INTERVIEWS

FOCUS ON HOW STUDENTS REASON
NUMERICALLY
The focus of interviewing is on how students think, reason, and
make sense of numerical problems. Marilyn and Lynne chose
the questions in every interview purposefully to help reveal how
students are making sense of math.
Each interview includes twelve problems for students to solve
mentally without using paper and pencil. Teachers listen to students’ answers and explanations to learn how they make sense
of numbers, use numerical relationships, make connections
among operations, and apply basic numerical properties.
Students’ answers to the questions are only the starting place―
for all answers, whether they are correct or incorrect, teachers
follow up by asking students to explain how they figured it out.
Listening to Learn provides all the support teachers need to
conduct successful interviews with their students.
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CONNECT STUDENT EXPLANATIONS
TO ESSENTIAL STRATEGIES
Strategies are the core of Listening to Learn. For each
content focus, Listening to Learn identifies the strategies
students need to reason numerically and solve interview
questions mentally. The explanations that students give
when answering interview questions reveal how they
reason, information that Listening to Learn then uses to
generate individual and class strategy reports.

“Marilyn and I have had the incredible opportunity
to interview more than a thousand K–5 students
over more than 15 years. We’re excited to share
what we’ve learned with educators.”
LYNNE ZOLLI

REPORTS

USE CLASS AND INDIVIDUAL REPORTS TO
PLAN INSTRUCTION
Listening to Learn provides two reports that give teachers specific
information about the strategies their students use to reason
numerically. Class Reports are visual snapshots that teachers can
customize to focus on specific interviews, strategies, or students.
Individual Reports are available immediately after completing an
interview.

FOR PRINCIPALS AND
ADMINISTRATORS
The data from the Individual and
Class Reports can be used for
conferencing with teachers and
parents, for supporting grade-level
collaborations, and for informing
schoolwide planning.

“We have been able to
use these math interviews
to leverage professional
development, guide our
schoolwide scope and
sequence for math, support
our coaching cycles,
and inform our weekly
grade-level planning
collaborations.”
SARA LIEBERT
Principal, John Muir Elementary
San Francisco, CA

LABS

ENGAGE IN INTERACTIVE PROFESSIONAL LEARNING
Listening to Learn Labs are interactive, on-demand professional learning opportunities that provide support
for giving interviews and learning from them. There are three categories of Labs―Reasoning Labs, Strategy
Labs, and Interview Labs. Drawing on the extensive video library, Labs provide practice, encouragement, and
reflections from Marilyn and Lynne. All Labs are designed to be experienced individually or with colleagues.

Visit
LISTENINGTOLEARN.COM
to see interviews in
action, to hear from
Marilyn and Lynne,
and to request
additional information.

Visit

We do it in reading, why not in math?
Ask teachers how they assess reading comprehension, and they
report that one-on-one interviews are essential. Listening to Learn
makes interviews available for teachers to find out how their
students reason numerically—information that’s invaluable for
planning instruction.

LISTENINGTOLEARN.COM
to hear from Marilyn and
Lynne, request a demo,
and learn more about
using Listening to Learn in
your school or district.
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